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there is no indication that deaths or injuries due to corporate crimes have decreased; on 
the contrary, there is evidence that such injuries are on the rise.60 A recent review of the 
empirical evidence comparing the damages between traditional and white-collar crime 
concluded, “The total of all violent crime and all property crime combined is less of a 
threat to society than the crime committed by corporations.”61

Breakdown in Social Fabric
Beyond the relatively high levels of economic and violent damage caused by white-collar 
crimes, a number of theorists have made the argument that these “suite” crimes are also 
far worse than “street” crimes in terms of the damage done to the moral and social fabric 
of society.62 To clarify, they argue that corporate crime creates a higher level of immorality 
in American society because of the nature of hypocrisy typically inherent in the offenders 
and/or offending. After all, these offenders are often individuals who are looked up to by 
other members of society, and they are often persons, such as community leaders, politi-
cians, or judges, who have condemned and even prosecuted others for street crimes that 
didn’t inflict near the damage of their own “suite” crimes. As Clinard and Yeager (1980) 
claim in their classic work:

It is hypocritical to regard theft and fraud among the lower classes with distaste 
and to punish such acts while countenancing upper-class deception and calling 
it “shrewd business practice.” A review of corporate violations and how they 
are prosecuted and punished shows who controls what in law enforcement in 
American society and the extent to which this control is effective; . . . corporate 
crime is generally surrounded by an aura of politeness and respectability rarely 
if ever present in cases of ordinary crime.63

Furthermore, most high-profile businesses guilty of corporate wrongdoing had strong 
political ties to certain groups—namely, the Republican Party. Specifically, an analysis 
showed that virtually every corporate violator 
made more contributions to the Republican 
Party (which has a generally more pro-
business or laissez-faire [hands-off] attitude) 
than to the Democratic Party.64 However, the 
history of corporate and white-collar viola-
tions clearly is on both sides of the aisle in 
terms of political ideology.

When we poll our students about how seri-
ous they perceive white-collar crime to be 
compared with street crimes, they often claim 
that they don’t care much about white-collar 
crime because it doesn’t directly affect them. 
But indeed it does! After all, who will be pay-
ing for the Enron fallout, the savings and loan 
scandal of the late 1980s, fraudulent insurance 
claims, and the other thousands of corporate 
violations each year? American taxpayers and 
consumers. Furthermore, we are far less likely 
to be injured or killed by traditional street offend

What are some of 
the negative effects 
experienced by victims of 
white-collar crime?


